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The Ministry of Show ing Up

Dear {tag_recipientfirstname},

Few things are more meaningful than being hugged by
someone you’ve helped, and then being asked if you would
pray for them. It’s a common scene as we make our way
across this island of need. We have learned that the
simple act of show ing up, of ducking through the
doorway of their tiny home, of holding their
children... is a ministry in and of itself. Before even
one water filter is installed or one tooth is yanked, we have
entered into their existence and, in doing so, have
proclaimed to them that they have worth. Is this not what
God did for us? And if God entered our fray, cannot we
enter someone’s fray, too, on His behalf?

This is the essence of Starfysh. We show up. It may look
like we’re planting trees or setting folks up in businesses or
teaching them how to read. But the essential message
behind all our projects and good deeds is that someone...
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Welcome Greg Culross 
We are pleased to announce

 



 

that Someone... sees them and knows them and loves
them. And that He did something about it some 2,000
Easters ago.

I am so humbled. So privileged. For God is seeing fit to
continue blessing our work and, despite our occasional
fumbling and bumbling, it turns out that He is using us to
bring transformation to this place. Starfysh’s age and size
would dictate that we should not have as much impact as
we do, but hey, that’s the economy of God for you. Little is
much when God is in it.

P lease, won’t you prayerfully consider how  you can
help us make a monster difference in the lives of
the people living on precious La Gonave? Your
investment, leveraged against God’s blessing, will impact
lives not just here and now, but forever.

May God bless you richly this Easter season,

Steve Edmondson

MAKOCHON SCHOOL UPDATE/ PROJECT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Two years ago, the mountain village of Makochon did not
have a school where its children could learn. Today, despite
the fact that the building they meet in is tiny and
dilapidated, the school thrives. Children are enthusiastic
and engaged, teachers are energized and excited to teach.
Children eat a nutritious meal every day, their health and
growth are regularly assessed.

Today, some two years later, we are excited to announce
that the village has purchased a parcel of land, not far
from the existing school where a permanent elementary
school campus will be built. In addition to kindergarten
through 6th grade classrooms, the buildings will include an
administration office, a small infirmary, a canteen and
latrines. Electricity will be provided by solar energy.
Rainwater will be harvested from the school roof. A large

the addition of Mr. Greg
Culross as Stafysh's new
Director of Advancement! His
experience in grant writing,
project management and
communications are welcome
and needed as we enter our
fifth year.

Our Spring 2014
Newsletter has mailed. If
you aren't on our snail mail
list, visit Archive of
Newsletter Mailers and scroll
down the page for a link to
open the PDF. If you'd like to
be added to our mailing list,
please email Steve your full
name and mailing address.

Save the Date:
October 23, 2014 
2nd Annual Vision-Casting &
Fundraising Event at the
Prince Conference Center,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

This thriving chicken



teaching garden, complete with an outdoor classroom
pavilion, will be a place where children will be taught
farming methods. Sports and recreation fields will provide
a place for exercise and play!

This project will cost around $245,000 and we are ready to
raise the necessary funds! For specific details on the
project and costs, please visit our website and scroll
down to "Project: A school for Makochon".

LOWELL, MICHIGAN'S ROTARY CLUB VISITS LA
GONAVE

In March, 150 life-saving biosand water filers were installed
by the Rotary Club. At the end of each installation, the
family and installation team gathered for a prayer and a
blessing over the home.

hatchery started small
with a tiny 48-egg incubator
two years ago. Today, it has
some 500-600 chicks that will
help feed the people of 
La Gonave.

Starfysh helped put this
proud new  seamstress
into business

I f you prefer to donate a
check versus online giving,
our mailing address is: 

Starfysh
6757 Cascade Rd. SE #207
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
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